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Tulip Day Comes to Washington, D.C.
150,000 Tulips to Bloom on March 15, 2026

A free tulip‑picking garden brings a coast‑to‑coast floral tradition to the National Mall  
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WASHINGTON D.C. - February 19, 2026 - This spring, one of America’s most colorful public events will make its debut in the nation’s capital as Tulip Day Washington transforms DC’s National Mall into a breathtaking tulip-picking garden on March 15, 2026. 

Approximately 150,000 tulips will be a vibrant, one-day floral showcase with views of the U.S. Capitol. From 11:15 AM - 4:15 PM, visitors will be invited to pick ten tulips for free to welcome the arrival of spring.

Tulip Day originated in San Francisco, where thousands of residents and visitors gathered to experience the free tulip garden in the heart of the city. Following its early success, the Union Square Alliance assumed leadership of the event, recognizing its ability to help revitalize the district. Tulip Day later expanded to hosting two events in New York City, further establishing it as a beloved spring tradition.

Now, for the first time, Tulip Day is coming to Washington, D.C., transforming the National Mall into a vibrant field of color in one of the country’s most iconic and symbolic public spaces. The design of the garden will incorporate the number 250, marking 250 years of American Independence.

“Sharing the beauty of tulips with visitors at such a meaningful location is incredibly special,” said Mark‑Jan Terwindt, CEO of Royal Anthos. “Tulip Day brings people together through a simple, joyful moment — stepping into a field of flowers, enjoying a breath of spring, and taking a little of that beauty home.”

For generations, tulip bulbs have played an important economic role in the United States. Every year consumers across the country plant tulip bulbs each fall in their gardens or bring spring into their homes with tulips. Communities, gardens, parks and museums celebrate the beginning of spring with outdoor tulip displays and many American companies rely on bulbs as essential starting material for domestic cut‑flower production contributing to local economies.  In a time when sustainability and local production are increasingly valued, tulip bulbs support regional flower growing and reduce transport distances.

Tulip Day Washington is made possible by Royal Anthos, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Washington, D.C., and partners across the floral sector, with support from the European Union. The tulips are grown in the United States using bulbs supplied by European producers, reflecting a long-standing collaboration that supports domestic flower production, sustainable practices, and short supply chains.

Tulip Day Washington is a free, public, non‑commercial event. No sales, food or beverage service, or donations will take place onsite. 

For more information about the event, visit TulipDay.eu. Additional details will be provided to media in early March.

# # #

EVENT DETAILS
· Event: Tulip Day Washington
· Date: March 15, 2026
· Time: 11:15 AM – 4:15 PM
· Location: Smithsonian Metro Station, National Mall exit
· Tulips: Approximately 150,000
· Admission: Free, tickets required

MEDIA CONTACTS
Courtney Winter – Allied Global Marketing
cwinter@alliedglobalmarketing.com 

Mark‑Jan Terwindt – Royal Anthos
terwindt@anthos.org 

Anne Verdoes – Royal Anthos
verdoes@ibulb.org 

Ronald Linker – Embassy, Washington, D.C.
was-ppc@minbuza.nl 

ABOUT ROYAL ANTHOS
Since 1900, Royal Anthos has represented Dutch companies that trade in flower bulbs and nursery stock products in many consultative structures with governments and organizations at home and abroad. The Tulip flower is a Dutch national treasure, and 99% of its global development, trade, and export come from the growers Anthos represents. (www.anthos.org)

ABOUT THE EUROPEAN UNION SUPPORT
This campaign is funded with aid from the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are those of the authors only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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